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ALASKA SENATE 

Appointee withdraws from consideration 


Governor’s second choice to fill vacant 
Mat-Su seat abruptly withdraws amid 
uproar over his Facebook account. 

Nathaniel Herz 

Anchorage Daily News 

The Alaska Senate seat once held by Wasilla 
Republican Mike Dunleavy remained empty 
Thursday as the latest appointee by Gov. Bill 
Walker withdrew from consideration amid an 
uproar over posts from his Facebook account. 

Tom Braund, the Sutton man appointed 
late Wednesday, sent a letter to Walker midday 


Thursday saying he was heeding God’s words 
that relationships are more important than 
institutions, adding that his “closest friend” 
needed his attention. 

“I am her provider,” Braund wrote. He add¬ 
ed later: “She is MY special interest.” 

Braund, in his letter, said his withdrawal 
had “nothing to do with the media trying to 
smear me with anything they think is dirt in 
their quiver.” 

But it came as news stories highlighted an 
array of provocative posts from his Facebook 
account. 

One listed points supporting a theory of why 


some men have dogs instead of wives, among 
them that “a dog will let you put a studded col¬ 
lar on it without calling you a pervert.” 

Another accused Sen. Lisa Murkowski of 
treason. A third suggested that medical work¬ 
ers who perform abortions should be “execut¬ 
ed with scissors cutting their hearts out.” 

And in an anti-abortion “position statement” 
that Braund posted last month, he claimed to 
have memories preceding his birth. 

“I remember being in the womb and can 
testify that I could think, feel, see and hear,” he 
wrote. 

Braund’s withdrawal capped a 


head-spinning 24 hours in Alaska’s political 
world. And it left unresolved the feud between 
Walker and Alaska Republicans over how to fill 
the Mat-Su Senate seat once held by Dunleavy, 
who represented one of the state’s most con¬ 
servative districts. 

The seat has been empty since Jan. 15, 
when Dunleavy resigned to challenge Walker 
in the November gubernatorial election. From 
the start, the replacement process seemed 
destined for trouble. Walker left the GOP to 
run for governor as an independent in 2014 and 

See SENATE, A10 

U.S. CONGRESS 

‘Dreamers’ 
left in limbo 
after latest 
immigration 
effort fails 

Senate rejects 4 proposals, while House 
struggles with lack of consensus. 

Ed O’Keefe, David Nakamura and Mike DeBonis 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — Weeks of intense negotia¬ 
tions for a bipartisan deal on immigration col¬ 
lapsed in Congress on Thursday, leaving hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of young undocumented 
immigrants facing possible deportation. 

The rejection of four proposals in the Sen¬ 
ate, coupled with a lack of consensus in the 
House, underscored the immense political 
pressures on Republicans and Democrats 
alike. 

Immigration has proved intractable for 
years, vexing lawmakers and presidents of 
both parties. Breaking the stalemate in an elec¬ 
tion year seemed even more unlikely. 

In a sharp rebuke, the Republican-led Sen¬ 
ate blocked an immigration plan backed by 
President Donald Trump, with the bill muster¬ 
ing just 39 votes. It highlighted the divisions 
even within GOP ranks, with some wary that 
granting legal status to undocumented immi¬ 
grants would amount to amnesty. 

The House offered no answers, with conser¬ 
vatives threatening Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis., 

See IMMIGRATION, A10 
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IDITAROD VOLUNTEERS GET TRAIL GRUB READY 



LOREN HOLMES / ADN 

Iditarod volunteer Chris Blankenship calls out the weight of a musher’s food bag Thursday at Air Land Transport in Anchorage. The bags of food and supplies are sent out to 
checkpoints ahead of the race, which starts March 3 with the ceremonial start in downtown Anchorage. 


CRIME & COURTS 


Accused school shooter confesses to deadly rampage 


Motive for the mass 
slaying isn’t known yet as 
investigation continues. 

Lori Rozsa, Mark Berman 
and Renae Merle 

The Washington Post 

PARKLAND, Fla. — The 
19-year-old accused of killing 
17 people at his former high 
school admitted to police he car¬ 
ried out one of the country’s dead¬ 
liest school shootings, authorities 
said Thursday. But what may have 
motivated Nikolas Cruz remained 
unknown, even as investigators 
delved into his troubled, violent 
life and the red flags that littered 
his path back to Marjory Stone- 
man Douglas High School on 
Wednesday afternoon. 

As Cruz remained held with¬ 
out bond on murder charges, 



Children attend¬ 
ing a candlelight 
vigil weep the 
day after a shoot¬ 
ing at Marjory 
Stoneman Doug¬ 
las High School 
in Parkland, Flori¬ 
da, on Thursday. 


JONATHAN DRAKE / Reuters 


authorities scoured the high 
school where they say he aimed 
his AR-15 and fired round after 


round into classroom after class¬ 
room, leaving a trail of blood and 
agony before trying to elude police 


INSIDE 


Five months ago, the FBI investigated a 
post left on an online video: “Im going to 
be a professional school shooter.” It was 
signed YouTube user “nikolas cruz.” B5 


by hiding among those running to 
escape the carnage. 

On the first full day after the 
school was transformed into a war 
zone, this idyllic suburb north of 
Fort Lauderdale grappled with a 
massacre that added its name to 
the ever-growing roster of places 
synonymous with tragedies in 
public spaces: Columbine (Colo¬ 
rado). Newtown (Connecticut). 
Aurora (Colorado). Charleston 
(South Carolina). Las Vegas 
(Nevada). Sutherland Springs 

See FLORIDA, A10 


WEATHER 

Mostly cloudy with 
a high around 25 
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